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STONE CANYON OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Architectural Control Committee
Deed Restriction Guidelines and Clarifications 
 Amended, Recorded and Filed as of Oct 2, 2007
(Revised 3/00, 5/01, 1/02, 2/02, 8/04, 4/06, 9/07, 10/07)


To better serve your neighborhood and assist you in enhancing the image and the property values of Stone Canyon, the Architectural Control Committee (ACC) has drawn together, and updates as necessary, some general guidelines addressing the most commonly asked questions regarding Deed Restrictions as they pertain to ACC issues.  Often residents do not get a chance to read the Deed Restrictions thoroughly resulting in accidental violations which create awkward situations which can be expensive for both the Association and the individual lot owner to rectify.  Therefore, we hope you find these guidelines helpful and we encourage you to take a few moments to familiarize yourselves with them. These guidelines are not intended to replace or supercede the Deed Restrictions and/or final written approval of the ACC. We welcome your questions and comments regarding the Deed Restrictions for Stone Canyon.


All Improvements as defined in Article 1, Section 1.11 of the Stone Canyon Declaration of Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions (Deed Restrictions) must be approved by the Architectural Control Committee (ACC) before construction begins.

1. Storage Sheds:  Storage sheds are considered permanent structures and must be

constructed on a concrete slab of materials equivalent to those used in the construction of the home.  For example:

a.   The siding (wood or cement-based) must be of at least the same quality as that used on
       the home. 
b.   The color of both siding and trim must match that of paint on the home. 
c.   The shingles must be either the same as on the home or wood shake shingles.
d.   The building need not be constructed of brick.
e.   Sheds may not exceed eight (8) feet in height from ground to peak of roof.
f.    Maximum area of the shed will not exceed 100 square feet. 
g.   No building may be located nearer than five (5) feet of the lot lines. 

h.   The style and design must be appropriate to the site.
i.
  Example of materials that will not be approved metal, plastic, fiberglass, etc.
2. Outbuildings:  Outbuildings will be defined as single-story structures. 

a.   An outbuilding will not exceed fourteen (14) feet in height from ground to peak of roof.

b.   Maximum area of the outbuilding will not exceed 350 square feet. 

c.   All materials used must match those of the home, including siding, brick, windows, paint  

      color, shingles, etc.

d.   No building may be located nearer than five (5) feet of rear and/or side lot/fence lines. 

      e.   The size, style and design must be appropriate to the site. 

3.  Detached Garages:    

a. Detached garages will not exceed fourteen (14) feet in height from ground to peak of roof.

b. Maximum area of the detached garage will not exceed 180 square feet.

c. The total number of garages on the property will not exceed three (3) as stated in DCCRs.

d. All materials used must match those of the home, including siding, brick, windows, paint  

      color, shingles, etc. (to include number of sides with masonry).

e. A detached garage requires a paved driveway extending to adjacent roadway and cannot 

cross the rear build line.

      f.    A detached garage requires appropriate power installation.        

g. No detached garage may be located nearer than five (5) feet of rear and/or side lot/fence 

      lines. 

h.  The size, style and design of the garage must be appropriate to the site

4.  Room Additions: Additions to the home may be considered if they meet the following criteria:

      a.  The garage cannot be converted into a room.

      b.  All materials used must match those of the home, including siding, brick, windows, paint  

           color, shingles, etc.

      c.  Sunrooms will be considered. 

5.  Arbors/Patio Covers:  Arbors and patio covers must meet the following criteria:

      a.  Be of cedar or a wood that is painted to match the home.

      b.  Patio covers must be shingled to match the home.  

      c.  Wood lattice on the arbor will be considered.

6. Decks:  Backyard deck additions must meet the following criteria:

a. Be of cedar or a wood that compliments existing home.

       b.  Some new composites may be considered for deck flooring.

(Approval by the ACC does not waive a municipality’s permit requirement(s).  Please check with your contractor, with the City of Round Rock, and/or Fern Bluff MUD prior to the construction of any building or addition.)

7.   Fences:  Fence construction is a function of the homebuilder, who is responsible for installing the fence to screen the air-conditioning unit from view of the public thoroughfare in all new Sections of Stone Canyon built after 1998. However, if you are considering an adjustment and/or repair to the fence, it will need to meet the following criteria:

      a.  Material needs to be:

· #1 grade cedar slats six (6) feet in height.  Slats must be 4” (3.5”) wide by 5/8” thick, as found throughout the community. 

· Posts can be either 2 inch galvanized pipe or 4 x 4 wood (pressure treated or cedar) fence posts

· For homes that back to a greenbelt area, black wrought iron fencing (6 feet tall) can be used. 

      b.  Placement:

· A fence may only incorporate side and rear yards.  Side fences may not extend past the front of the home.

8. Garbage Container Screening: The Deed Restrictions state that your container must be appropriately screened from view except on trash pick-up day.  There are a number of ways to accomplish this.  Summarized below are four acceptable alternatives:

a. Fence: Placing your container behind the existing privacy fence is an easy and inexpensive alternative.  

b. Landscaping:  Some residents in the neighborhood have already created foliage screens that add greenery to their yard and inexpensively screen their garbage container.  The ACC has determined that landscape screening does not require prior written approval providing it does not alter the drainage plan of the lot or cause a sight impediment to neighboring lots. This screening must hide over 90 % of the container.

c. Garage:  After garbage day, return the container inside your garage.  This, again, is an   

      inexpensive solution that does not require ACC approval or notification.

     d.   The ACC has pre-approved structures constructed as follows:

"An area surrounded by a six (6) foot high, wood privacy fence, where the area is against the side or rear wall of the residence (with no roof) and is no larger than four (4) feet deep and six (6) feet wide.  The enclosure will have a gate."

If you meet these specifications, you do not need to submit plans for approval to the ACC.  Otherwise, you need to request ACC approval.

9.  Recreational Vehicles and Equipment: Section 3.15 (Unsightly Articles; Vehicles)   “No article of personal property deemed to be unsightly by the Architectural Control Committee shall be permitted to remain on any Lot so as to be visible from adjoining property or public or private thoroughfares.  Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, trailers, graders, trucks other than pickups, boats, tractors, campers, wagons, buses, motorcycles, motor scooters, sports equipment (such as volleyball nets, or soccer goals) and garden maintenance equipment shall at all times, except when in actual use, be kept in enclosed structures or screened from view, and no repair or maintenance work shall be done on any of the foregoing or on any automobile (other than minor emergency repairs) except in enclosed garages or other structures. (Adopted at Annual Owners Association Meeting, April, 1999.)

NOTE:  Boats and other recreational vehicles may not be parked overnight on the property (including driveway and street).  In the event of short-term visitors with motor homes, please coordinate with Goodwin Management, Inc., (512) 502-7510. 

10. Basketball Goals:  As per the amended Declaration of Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions, Section 3.15 (Unsightly Articles; Vehicles), basketball goals are allowed with the prior written approval of the ACC.  The ACC does not recommend placement of Basketball goals in the rear of the Property.

       a.  Permanent goals:  must meet the following criteria:

            (1)  The metal pole must be permanently mounted into the ground to the side of the 

                  driveway in a full upright position at least 25’ back from the face of the curb.

            (2)  The basketball goal must be properly maintained and painted, with the net and 

                  backboard maintained in good repair at all times.  Poles may not be installed in front 

                  of the garage or facing into the street.

       b.  Portable goals:  will not be allowed except in actual use, unless a written variance has

     been granted by the ACC and the following criteria are met:

             (1)  The goal must be properly maintained and painted, with the net and backboard 

  maintained in good repair at all times.

(2)  The goal must be placed to the side of the driveway and permanently installed to 

  be flush with the ground and maintained at all times in a full upright position at 

  least 25’ back from the face of the curb.

(3)  A landscape barrier, such as small shrubs must screen the base of the goal and hide

       at least 90 % of the base from the street.

(4)  Goals may not be rolled into the street or any other public right-of-way at any time

(5)  Goals may not be maintained in front of the garage or facing into the street.

11.  Landscaping:  All significant landscaping improvements need ACC approval.  Other general guidelines regarding landscape material are:

       a.  Trees and other foliage over 2' tall need ACC approval.

       b.  Trees must be planted a minimum of 5’ from fenceline.

       c.  Masonry retaining walls need ACC approval.

d.  Ground cover is defined as a planting of low plants (such as ivy) that covers the ground 

      in place of turf.  Rock or stone are not acceptable for use as a ground cover.

       e.  All dead trees must be removed promptly.

12. Lawn Furniture:  Lawn furniture in good repair is allowed on front porches and may be considered for use in the front or side yards by the ACC, but must be incorporated into a landscape theme if visible from other lots.

13. Yard/Garden Decorations: A birdbath is acceptable without prior written approval from the ACC.  Notwithstanding exterior holiday decorations, plastic lawn decorations are not acceptable in the front yard of the lot.

14. Yard/Garden Maintenance:  Section 3.19 (Landscaping Requirements) requires that “Landscaping which has been installed on any Lot, including temporary landscaping, shall be properly maintained at all times.”  In an attempt to clarify and define proper maintenance, please use the following specifications:

      a.  St. Augustine grass should be maintained at a height of two and one-half inches.  

      b.  Bermuda and Buffalo grass should be maintained at the height of two to two and one-half 

           inches.  Mowing heights may need to be altered to prevent scalping in the event of an 

           uneven grade.

      c.  Grass will be trimmed away from sidewalks, building, planted areas and other obstacles 

    according to the attached schedule.  It is suggested that line trimmers, mechanical edgers 

    and chemicals are employed to keep a neat, tidy appearance.

      d.  No grass is allowed to grow in concrete cracks of sidewalks, driveways or curbs.

      e.  All landscape beds (flower, shrub, etc.) must be free of grass invasion.

f. Four-inch caliper trees and shrubs should be pruned to avoid blocking clear view of signs, 

      illumination by light fixtures, the flow of air vents and air conditioner compressors as well 

      as pedestrian and vehicular traffic including to 6’6” above the public sidewalks.

g. Garden Maintenance Equipment.  Lawn mowers, edgers, wheelbarrows, etc. may not be left out in view of other lots except when in use. 

h. Bagged and Bulk Material:  Bags containing potting soil, mulch or other lawn materials will be visible only during landscaping work; bagged material must be placed out of site when not in use and overnight (either in garage or behind fence).  Bulk material (loose soil/dirt/pallets of grass/stone/building materials for any ACC-approved project) must not be placed or stored on the street.  If material must be left in driveway for short term, please notified Liddiard Management.  All bulk material must be removed from view within ten (10) days.

i. Vegetable gardens. Maximum garden size allowed is 10’ by 15’. Gardens should be planted as to minimize view from neighboring homes. Any arbors in the garden must remain below the height of the fencing (6’).

j. Compost piles. All piles must be no larger that 5’x5’x5’. They must be placed as to minimize viewing from neighboring homes.

15.  Window Coverings: The ACC, under the authority vested in it in Section 3.15, has declared the following modifications unsightly:

      a.   Foil in any window of the home.  This is not permitted at any time.

b. Non-permanent window coverings such as butcher paper, sheets, blankets, newspaper,

      etc. may not be used. Temporary coverings may, however, be allowed for a period not to 

      exceed 90 days following the date of closing.

16.  Motor Vehicles:  The ACC considers vehicles with broken windshields or flat tires left on any portion of the Property in excess of 48 hours to be unsightly.  These vehicles must be removed or parked in the garage.  Parked Automobiles on Roadways: No automobiles or other vehicles may be parked overnight on any roadway within the Property for more than two (2) consecutive nights.

17. Exterior Holiday Decorations: Lights or decorations may be erected on the exterior of residential units in commemoration or celebration of publicly observed holidays provided that such lights or decorations do not unreasonably disturb the peaceful enjoyment of adjacent Owners.  All lights and decorations must not be permanent fixtures of the home without prior written approval of the ACC and shall be removed within thirty (30) days after the holiday has ended.  Christmas decorations or lights may not be displayed prior to November 15th of any year.

18.  Pools: Above ground pools are strictly prohibited within the property.  Inground pools must be approved by the ACC prior to construction.  (ACC approval does not waive a municipality’s permit requirement – Owner is responsible for contacting Eco Resources [Water Supplier for the Municipal Utility District] with a copy of the proposed pool plans.)

19. Satellite Dishes:  Although 36” and under satellite dishes are automatically approved for usage in Stone Canyon based on current FCC guidelines, you must submit written application stating the location of where the dish will be placed on the property.  Satellite dishes should be located on the rear roofline of the house in a location not visible from anywhere along the home’s front-facing thoroughfare.
(The satellite dish installation guidelines listed above are the responsibility of the homeowner to enforce; it is recommended that the installer of each satellite dish be made aware of these requirements in advance of installation in order to avoid the necessity of an additional service call and possible fee to relocate the dish.)
20. Playscapes:  Playscapes must be built a minimum of five feet from rear and side lot lines 

with no direct impact on neighboring properties (cutting of trees or otherwise).  Playscapes must be made of wood (stained wood or wood painted to match trim on the home) or a metal frame painted to match trim on the home.

21.   Yard Signs:   The DCCRs prohibit use of signs other than those advertising homes for sale or lease or home improvement signs (during pool construction, painting, etc).  The HOA Board of Directors and the ACC have also determined political signs relating only to general voting (those elections requiring voter registration) may be placed in yards with the following restrictions:  each sign no larger than 24”x18”; one sign per race, amendment or proposition; sign(s) may be placed in yard no earlier than three months prior to related election and must be removed the day following election.

These guidelines are not intended to replace or supercede the Deed Restrictions and/or final written approval of the ACC.  In all cases the ACC will have final approval, as per Section 6.5 of the Deed Restrictions and the Deed Restrictions will be the final authority.

Site plans and descriptions of proposed improvements can be submitted, along with the Approval Request Form, to the Stone Canyon Architectural Review Committee at the following address:

Goodwin Management, Inc.  Attn: Bob Nardo
11149 Research Blvd., Suite 100    Austin, Texas  78759-5227
Voice: (512) 852-7965    Cell: (512) 422 3075   FAX:  (512) 346-4873

Additional information regarding the Deed Restrictions can be found behind Tab 6 in your Homeowner Information Packet.
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